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- Women are underrepresented in all art forms. Those are the facts, plain and N
simple. Rather than gripe about it, our festival aims to do something about it 4
by celebrating women and girls. X

Embrace. Encourage. Empower. These are words we take seriously as we put
forth our 5" annual festival. And they are words that we use to reflect on where
we've come from. We've been encouraged by all of the women who have paved
the way and told us that our voices matter. We empower each other by
supporting each other’s work. We embrace the next generation as we mentor,
teach, and cheerlead them to stand up for themselves.

' We invite you, the audience, to join us in this journey. Spread the word, see
another event during the festival, or make a donation. Together I believe we can
truly make a difference. Thank you to the many, many people who volunteer
their time and energy to celebrate women as the important voice that we are.

Happy 5% Birthday, Athena Project. May you continue to grow and succeed
bigger than ever imagined!

Aascla Astle

Executive Producer and Founder, Athena Project
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